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Objectives
At the end of this nodule, you wll
Be aware of the following
Rel i gi ous history of Albania prior to Wrld War |

O toman mssion efforts
Enver Hoxha's long termcanpaign to rid Al bania of

religion
Drop in nunmbers of Ronman Catholic clergy from 1944 to
1992

Current secular orientation of many Al bani an peopl es
Tribal, clan nature of nuch of Al banian famly life

High birthrate and | ow enpl oynent rate of Al bani ans
in the Serbian and Montenegrin province of Kosovo

ldentify
- Shi ptare - Uni ate - Kosovo
[1'lyrian - Enver Hoxha - Dowy
Bekt ashi - Mot her Teresa
Li k Dukagjin - Dervish - Gegs and Tosks
Raki - Qusl e - Lustration

Pyram d | nvest nent Schene

Realize

Pragmatic, syncretic nature of Al banian religious
practice

- Sel ected aspects of Albanian folk religious practice
Revival of religion in the 1980’s
- Tol erance all owed m ssionaries within Al bania

Background of Al banian difficulties in Kosovo province
of Serbia and Mont enegro

Mal e dom nated nature of Al bani an soci ety
- Al bani an manners and custons
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1. Religious Groups
a. Muslim (709
b. Albanian Orthodox (20%
c. Roman Catholic (10%

d. Religious history--before 1944

(1) Islam “One of the major
| egacies of nearly five centuries of Qtoman
rul e was the conversion of up to 70 percent
of the Al bani an population to Islam
Therefore, at independence the country
energed as a predom nantly Miuslimnation, the
only Islamc state in Europe. No census
taken by the communi st reginme after it
assumed power in 1944 indicated the religious
affiliations of the people.

¥

It has been estimated that of a total popul ation of
1,180,500 at the end of World War I, about 826,000 were
Musl i ns, 212,500 were Orthodox, and 142,000 were Roman
Cat hol i cs.

The Muslinms were divided into two groups: about 600, 000
adherents of the Sunni branch and nore than 220,000 foll owers
of a Dervish order known as Bektashi, which was an of f shoot
of the Shia branch. Bektashismwas regarded as a tol erant
Musl i m sect that al so incorporated el enents of pagani sm and
Christianity” (Unless stated otherw se, quoted material cones
fromthe Library of Congress Country Study--Al bania).

(2) Bektashis

Bekt ashis often do not distinguish
bet ween Muslim and non-Mislimnmenbers. Their
nonast eri es gai ned popul arity throughout
Al bania. The holy tonb of Saint Sari Saltik
in Kruje became their center. In follow ng
dervish practice, Bektashis may participate in
ecstatic observances--dancing, whirling,
chanting or shouting.
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(3) Christianity “Christianity was introduced during
Roman rule. After the division of the Roman Enpire in 395,
Al bani a becane politically a part of the Eastern, or
Byzantine, Enpire, but remained ecclesiastically dependent on
Rone. When the final schismoccurred in 1054 between the
Roman and Eastern churches, the Christians in southern
Al bani a canme under the jurisdiction of the ecunenical
patriarch in Constantinople, and those in the north cane
under the purview of the papacy in Rome. This arrangenent
prevailed until the Qtoman invasions of the fourteenth
century, when the Islamc faith was introduced.

I n the nount ai nous north, the
propagati on of Islamwas strongly opposed
by Roman Catholics. G adually, however,
backwar dness, illiteracy, the absence of
an educated clergy, and materi al
i nducenent s weakened resi st ance.

Coerced conversions sonetines occurred, especially when
forei gn Roman Catholic powers, such as the Venetian Republi c,
were at war wwth the Otoman Enpire. By the close of the
seventeenth century, the Catholics in the north were
out nunbered by the Musli ns.

(4) Orthodoxy After the Otoman conquest,
t housands of Orthodox Christians fled from southern Al bania
to Sicily and southern Italy, where their descendants, nost
of whom joined the Uniate Church [an Eastern church in union
wi th Ronme, which recognizes the pope but nmenbers have their
own liturgy, discipline and rite], still constitute a sizable
comunity.

Large-scal e forced conversions of the Othodox
Christians who remained in Al bania did not occur until the
seventeenth century and the Russo- Turkish wars of the
ei ghteenth and nineteenth centuries. Pressure was put on
this group because the Otoman Turks considered its nenbers
synpathetic to Orthodox Russia. The situation of the
Ot hodox adherents inproved tenporarily after the Treaty of
Kuchuk-Kai narji (1774), in which Russia was recogni zed as the
protector of the Orthodox followers in the Gtoman Enpire.
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(5) Muslim

“The nost effective nethod enpl oyed by the
Otoman Turks in their mssionary efforts,
especially in the central and southern parts of
the country, was the creation of a titled Mislim
cl ass of pashas and beys who were endowed with
both | arge estates and extensive political and
adm ni strative powers. Through their politica
and econom c i nfluence, these nobles controlled
t he peasants, |arge nunbers of whom were converted A

. . q 7>
to Islameither through coercion or the prom se of s
econom ¢ benefits.

4\

Hl,

In the period fromindependence to the conmuni st seizure
of power, the Miuslimnoble class constituted Albania's ruling
elite, but this group never interfered with religious
freedom which was sanctioned by the various pre-Wrld War |1
constitutions. These constitutions had stipulated that the
country have no official religion, that all religions be
respected, and that their freedom of exercise be assured.
These provisions reflected the true feelings of the people
who, whether Muslim Othodox, or Roman Catholic, were
generally tolerant in religious matters.”

(6) Pragmatism “For generations, religious
pragmati smwas a distinctive trait of the Al banians. Even
after accepting Islam nmany people privately renmai ned
practicing Christians.

As late as 1912, in a | arge nunber of
villages in the El basan area, nost nen had
two nanmes, a Muslimone for public use and a
Christian one for private use. Adherence to
anci ent pagan beliefs also continued well
into the twentieth century, particularly in
the northern nmountain villages, many of which
wer e devoi d of churches and nobsques. A Ronan
Catholic intellectual, Vaso Pashko (1825-92),
made the trenchant remark, |ater co-opted by
Enver Hoxha, that "the religion of the
Al bani ans i s Al bani anism"
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(7) Folk religion Pre-Christian traditional beliefs,
centered in the dichotony of |ight and dark, good and evil,
are seen in synbols and figures used in nyths, |egends, fairy
tales, tattoos and handicrafts. Vanpires, w tches and
interpretations of signs and wonders al so show this
i nfluence.

e. Enver Hoxha's (ruled 1945-1985) Communist
Impact

(1) Campaigns against organized religion “A dogmatic
Stalinist, Hoxha considered religion a divisive force and
undert ook an active canpai gn against religious institutions,
despite the virtual absence of religious intolerance in
Al bani an soci ety.

The Agrarian Reform Law of August
1945, for exanple, nationalized nost
property of religious institutions,

i ncluding the estates of nonasteri es,
orders, and di oceses. Many clergy and
believers were tried, tortured, and
executed. All foreign Roman Catholic
priests, nonks, and nuns were expelled
in 1946.

In January 1949, al nost three years after the adoption
of the first comuni st constitution, which guaranteed freedom
of religion, the governnent issued a far-reaching Decree on
Rel i gi ous Conmunities. The law required that religious
communities be sanctioned by the state, that they conply with
‘the laws of the state, |aw and order, and good custons,’ and
that they submt all appointnents, regul ati ons, and byl aws
for approval by the governnent. Even pastoral letters and
pari sh announcenents were subject to the approval of party
of ficials.

Rel i gi ous conmunities or branches that had their
headquarters outside the country, such as the Jesuit and
Franci scan orders, were henceforth ordered to termnate their
activities in Albania. Religious institutions were forbidden
to have anything to do with the education of the young,
because that had been nade the exclusive province of the
state. Al religious communities were prohibited from owning
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real estate and from operating philanthropic and wel fare
institutions and hospitals.

Al t hough there were tactical variations in Hoxha's
approach to each of the major denom nations, his overarching
obj ective was the eventual destruction of all organized
religion in Al bania.

In the late 1940s and 1950s, the
regi me achi eved control over the Miuslim
faith by formalizing the split between the
Sunni and Bektashi sects, elimnating al
| eaders who opposed Hoxha's policies, and
exploiting those who were nore tractable.
Steps were al so taken to purge al
Orthodox clergy who did not yield to the
demands of the regine, and to use the
church as a neans of nobilizing the
Ort hodox popul ati on behi nd gover nnent
policies” (Unless stated otherw se, the
foll ow ng quotes cone fromthe U S. State
Depart ment Human Ri ghts Report--1997).

(2) Roman Catholic persecution “The Roman Catholic
Church, chiefly because it maintained close relations with
the Vvatican and was nore highly organi zed than the Mislim and
O thodox faiths, becane the principal target of persecution.
Bet ween 1945 and 1953, the nunber of priests was reduced
drastically and the nunber of Roman Catholic churches was
decreased from 253 to 100. Al Catholics were stigmatized as
fascists, although only a mnority had col |l aborated with the
Italian occupation authorities during World War [1.”

(3) Student antireligious missions

“The canpai gn agai nst religion peaked in the 1960s.
Inspired by China's Cultural Revolution, Hoxha called for an
aggressive cul tural -educational struggle against ‘religious
superstition’ and assigned the antireligious mssion to
Al bania's students. By May 1967, religious institutions had
been forced to relinquish all 2,169 churches, nosques,
cloisters, and shrines in Al bania, many of which were
converted into cultural centers for young people. As the
literary nonthly Nendori reported the event, the youth had
thus ‘created the first atheist nation in the world.’”
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(4) Clerics The clergy were publicly vilified and
hum liated, their vestnents taken and desecrated. Many
Musl i m mul | ahs and Ort hodox priests buckled under and
renounced their "parasitic" past.

“More than 200 clerics of various faiths
were inprisoned, others were forced to seek
work in either industry or agriculture, and
sone were executed or starved to death. The
cloister of the Franciscan order in Shkodér
was set on fire, which resulted in the death
of four elderly nonks.”

(5) Bans on religion “Al'l previous decrees that had
officially sanctioned the nom nal existence of organized
religion were annulled in 1967. Subsequently, the 1976
constitution banned all ‘fascist, religious, warnongerish,
antisocialist activity and propaganda,’ and the penal code of
1977 i nposed prison sentences of three to ten years for
‘religious propaganda and the production, distribution, or
storage of religious literature.’

A new decree that in effect targeted
Al banians with Christian nanes sti pul at ed
that citizens whose nanmes did not conform
to "the political, ideological, or nora
standards of the state" were to change
them It was also decreed that towns and
villages with religious nanes nust be
renaned. Thus, in the southern areas
popul ated by ethnic G eeks, about ninety
towns and places nanmed after G eek R
Orthodox saints received secul ar names.” S

(6) Clandestine faith “Hoxha's brutal antireligious
canpai gn succeeded in eradicating formal worship, but sonme
Al bani ans continued to practice their faith clandestinely,
ri sking severe puni shnment. |ndividuals caught with Bibles,
icons, or other religious objects faced |ong prison
sentences. Parents were afraid to pass on their faith, for
fear that their children would tell others. Oficials tried
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to entrap practicing Christians and Muslins during religious
fasts, such as Lent and Ramadan, by distributing dairy
products and other forbidden foods in school and at work, and
then publicly denouncing those who refused the food. dergy
who conducted secret services were incarcerated; in 1980, a
Jesuit priest was sentenced to ‘life until death’ for
bapti zi ng his nephew s newborn tw ns.”

f. Religious history--Revival of Religion “in the
1980s, officials grudgingly began to concede that the
canpai gn agai nst religion had not been entirely successful,
and i ndeed probably was counter producti ve.

A soci ol ogi cal study reveal ed that over 95 percent of
the country's young peopl e were choosi ng spouses of the sane
religious background, whereas, prior to the antireligious
onsl aught, marri ages between Miuslins and Christians were not
uncommon. Al bani a's governnent al so becane nore sensitive to
the barrage of criticismfromthe international community.”

(1) Tolerant policies “Hoxha's successor, Ranmiz
Alia, adopted a relatively tolerant stance toward religious
practice, referring to it as ‘a personal and famly matter.’
Emigré clergynen were permitted to reenter the country in
1988 and officiate at religious services.

Mot her Teresa, an ethnic Al banian, visited Tirané in
1989, where she was received by the foreign mnister and by
Hoxha' s wi dow.

I n Decenber 1990, the ban on religi ous observance was
officially lifted, in tinme to allow thousands of Christians
to attend Christmas services.”

(2) Persecution impact “Religious |eaders estinated
that 95 percent of all nobsques and churches had been razed or
gutted during the years of communist rule. A few had been
spared and designated as ‘cultural nonunents.’” Qhers, such
as the Roman Catholic cathedral in Shkodér, were converted to
sports arenas.
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The status of the clergy was equally
appal I'i ng; the nunber of Roman Catholic
priests, for exanple, had declined from
300 in 1944, when the comuni sts took to
power, to thirty by early 1992.

In 1992 plans were under way to restore the houses of
wor shi p, sem naries were being reopened, and several Islamc
countries had sent teachers to provide religious instruction
to young Al banian Muslins who knew virtually nothi ng about

their religion. ‘Hoxha destroyed the human soul,’ an
official of Al bania's new nonconmuni st gover nnment observed,
adding, ‘This will take generations to restore.’” (Library of

Congress Country Study--Al bani a).

g. Freedom of Religion (1997)

(1) Policy “The Law on Fundanental Human Ri ghts and
Freedons provides that ‘freedom of thought, conscience, and
religion may not be violated.” GCitizens may freely change
their religion or beliefs and may mani fest them al one or in
community with others, in public or in private life, and in
wor shi p, teaching, practice, and observance. The Governnent
respects these provisions in practice. There is no law to
control either violation of religious rights or so-called
religious groups which may violate or abuse the rights of
ot hers.

The majority of citizens are
secular in orientation after decades of
rigidly enforced atheism?”

(2) Faith groups “Muslins, who make up the |argest
traditional religious group, adhere to a noderate form of
Sunni Islam The Al bani an Aut ocephal ous Ot hodox and Roman
Cat holic Churches are the other |arge denom nations.”
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There appears to be a tendency for sonme to define
t hensel ves as catholic to show an identity with the West.

“The Al bani an Ot hodox Church split fromthe G eek
Orthodox Church early in the century, and there is a strong
identification with the national church as distinct fromthe
G eek church. The current archbishop is a Geek citizen,
even though the Al banian Othodox Church's 1929 statute
states that all its archbishops nust be of Al banian heritage,
because there are no Al banian clerics qualified for this
position.”

(3) Mission activity “Foreign clergy, including
Muslimclerics, Christian and Ba' hai m ssionaries, Jehovah's
Wt nesses, and many others freely carry out religious
activities. The Religious Council of the State Secretari at,
an office that functions under the Prime Mnister's
authority, but has no clear mandate and is unable to nmake
decisions on its own, estimates that there are 20 different
Muslim societies and sects with around 95 representatives in
country. There are nore than 2,500 m ssionaries representing
Christian or Ba' hai organizations. No religious m ssionaries
have suffered any acts of violence or been arrested because
they are m ssionaries.”

(4) Government handover “The
government has not yet returned all | ands
and religious objects under its control that
were confiscated under the Comuni st regine.
Sone war ehouses in which church groups
stored food and other basic compbdities were
seriously damaged and | ooted during the
unrest. Each religion is slowy recovering
old properties, but in cases where the sites
or buildings were ‘cultural nonunents
protected by the state,’” the transfer of
ownership continues to be problematic and
slow. Al major religious groups continue
to conplain of this slow pace of property
return.” (Human Ri ghts Report--1997).

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups “There are two main ninority
popul ati ons, ethnic G eeks and Macedonians. Wile no recent
official statistics exist regarding the size of the various
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ethnic comunities, ethnic G eeks are the nost organized and
receive the nost attention and assi stance from abroad.
Unknown nunbers of ethnic mnorities fled the country during
the extensive rioting and unrest in the first half of the
year. A few thousand ethnic Macedoni ans remain as do a snal
group of ethnic Montenegrins and ethnic Serbs in the north.
No di scrimnation was reported against the VIachs, who speak
Romani an as well as Al bani an, or agai nst the Cans, non-
Orthodox ethnic Geeks. Both groups live mainly in the
south. Roma (gypsies) are also present.”

a. Albanian (95%

(1) Overview “Anong et hnic Al banians are two maj or
subgroups: the Gegs, who generally occupy the area north of
t he Shkunbin R ver, and the Tosks, nbst of whomlive south of
the river.

The Gegs account for slightly nore
than half of the resident Al banian
popul ation. Ethnic Al banians are
estimated to account for 90 percent of
t he popul ati on.

The Gegs and Tosks use distinct dialects; there are al so
[ inguistic variations wthin subgroups.

Well into the twentieth century, ethnic clans exercised
extensive |local authority, particularly in the north. Sone
progress was nmade during the reign of King Zog | (1928-39),
however, toward bringing the clans under governnment contro
and elimnating blood feuds.”

(2) Communist clan suppression “After taking power
in 1944, the Communi st regi ne i nposed controls intended to
elimnate clan rule entirely and waged a continui ng struggl e
agai nst custons and attitudes that were believed to inpede
the gromh of socialism Blood feuds were repressed. Party
and governnent |eaders, in their effort to devel op nati onal
social, and cultural solidarity in a Comruni st society,
publicly tended to ignore ethnic differences.”
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(3) Tosk favoritism “Comuni st | eader Enver Hoxha,
first secretary of the Al banian Party of Labor and head of
state until his death in 1985, came fromthe south. He
received the bulk of his support during World War |1 from
that area, frequently gave preference to persons and custons
of Tosk origin. Mst party and governnent executives were
Tosk speakers and of Muslim background. The Gegs, who had
dom nated Al banian politics before 1945, were educationally
di sadvant aged by the adoption of a ‘standard literary
Al bani an | anguage,’ based on the Tosk dial ect.”

(4) Geg culture persistence

“Because of their greater isolation
i n the nountai nous areas of the north,
the Gegs held on to their tribal
or gani zati on and custons nore
tenaci ously than did the Tosks.

As |late as the 1920s, approximately 20 percent of nmale
deaths in sone areas of northern Al bania were attributable to
bl ood feuds. Under the unwitten tribal codes, whose purview
i ncluded the regulation of feuds, any blow, as well as many
of fenses comm tted agai nst wonen, called for vengeance.
Permtting a girl who had been betrothed in infancy to marry
anot her, for exanple, could set off a blood feud. The besa
a pledge to keep one's word as a sol emn obligation, was given
in various situations and sonetinmes included promses to
post pone quarrels. A man who killed a fellow tribesnan was
comonl y puni shed by his nei ghbors, who customarily would
burn his house and destroy his property. As fugitives from
their own conmmunities, such persons were often given
assi stance by ot hers.

A man who failed to carry out the
prescri bed vengeance agai nst a nenber of
another tribe or that individual's
relatives was subjected to ridicule.

I nsult was consi dered one of the gravest
forms of dishonor, and the uphol ding of
one's honor was the primary duty of a
Ceg.
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I f the individual carried out the required act of
vengeance, he was in turn subject to retribution by the
victims relatives. Wnen were excluded fromthe feud and,
when a man escorted a wonan, he too was consi dered
inviolable. 1In other respects, however, a woman's |lot in
soci ety generally was one of deprivation and
subj ugati on

The isolation frominfluences beyond his conmmunity and
the constant struggle with nature tended to nmake the male Geg
an asceti c.

Traditionally his closest bonds were with nenbers of his
clan. Qobstinate and proud, the Gegs had proved thensel ves
ruthl ess and cruel fighters. Visitors fromoutside the clan
general ly were suspect, but every traveler was by custom
accorded hospitality.”

(5) Tosk particularities “Less
i sol ated by geography and enjoyi ng
slightly less limted contact with
foreign cultures, Tosks generally were
nor e out spoken and i magi native than
Gegs. Contacts with invaders and
foreign occupiers had left an influence
and, before 1939, some Tosks had
traveled to foreign countries to earn
nmoney to buy land, or to obtain an
education. The clan or tribal system
whi ch by the nineteenth century was far
| ess extensive in the south than in the
north, began to di sappear after
i ndependence was achieved in 1912.”

b. Greek (5% “The Greek minority, Albania's |argest,
has deep roots in the country's two sout heast er nnost
districts, Sarandé and Girokastér, in an area many G eeks
call Northern Epirus. Estimates of the size of the Geek
popul ation in 1989 varied from59,000, or 1 percent of the
total (fromthe official Al banian census); to 266,800, or 8
percent (from data published by the United States
governnment); to as high as 400,000, or 12 percent (fromthe
"Epirot | obby" of Geeks with famly roots in Al bania).
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G eeks were harshly affected by the communi st reginme's
attenpts to honogeni ze the popul ation through restrictions on
the religious, cultural, educational, and linguistic rights
of mnorities. Internal exile and other popul ati on novenents
served as instrunents of policy to dilute concentrations of
Greeks and to deprive Greeks of their status as a recogni zed
mnority. Despite inprovenents in G eco-Al banian relations
during the late 1980s and a significant increase in cross-
border visits, reports of persecution, harassnent, and
di scrim nation against Geeks, as well as other mnorities,
persisted” (Human Ri ghts Report--1997).

c. Other (2% - VI achs, Roma, Serbs and Bul gari ans)
“Smal | er ethnic groups, including Bulgarians, Roma, Jews,
Macedoni ans, Montenegrins, Serbs, and VI achs, altogether
accounted for about 2 percent of the total popul ation.
Persons of Macedoni an and Bulgarian origin lived nostly in
the border area near Lake Prespa. The Vlachs, akin to nodern
Romani ans, were nost nunerous in the Pindus Mountains and in
the districts of Fier, Korgé, and Vloré. A few persons of
Serbi an and Montenegrin derivation resided around the city of
Shkodér. There were snmall Jewi sh conmunities in Tiranég,

VI oré, and Korc¢é; and Rone were scattered throughout the
country.

During Wrld War 11, though occupied for a tine by
Germany, alnost all of the small Jew sh community in Al bania
survived. No list was broadcast of Al banian Jew sh peopl e.
The underground ordered that any Al bani an denying refuge to
Jews, would be executed. No one was put to death for this
reason and, in 1991, 350 Jew sh people were allowed to
emgrate to Israel.”

d. Albanians in KOSOvVO “Estimtes based on Yugosl av
census data indicated that the nunber of Al banians in
Yugosl avia in 1981 totaled nore than 1.7 mllion, or alnost 8
percent of the country's total population, of which about 70
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percent resided in Kosovo, a province of Serbia, 20 percent
in Macedonia, and 9 percent in Mntenegro.

The predom nantly Al bani an Kosovo had t he hi ghest
birthrate in Europe and one of the highest in the world: 29.9
per 1,000 in 1987. Persons under twenty-seven years old
accounted for 60 percent of Kosovo's total popul ation, and
students--a reservoir of political fernent--over 30 percent.
In 1981 only 12 percent of the Al bani an popul ati on in Kosovo
was enpl oyed.

Student protests over living conditions in early 1981
|l ed to bloody riots throughout Kosovo, which accel erated the
exodus of Serbs and Montenegrins. The nunber of departures
total ed 60,000 between 1981 and 1991. Haunted by the specter
of secession, the Serbian governnent resorted to repressive
measures, culmnating in the revocation of Kosovo's
autononous status in July 1990. Hundreds of Al bani an
activists were tried and inprisoned, and a canpai gn was
| aunched to entice Serbs to settle in Kosovo.

Serbian authorities suspended
publication of the Al banian | anguage
daily Rlindja, alleging that it had
becone a ‘ nout hpi ece’ of Al bani an
nationalists. Thousands of students and
parents protested the introduction of a
Ser bi an-1 anguage standard curriculum for
all mddle and secondary schools. As a
result of the curriculums
i npl emrent ati on, many Al bani an-| anguage
school s had to be cl osed.

At Kosovo's University of Pristina, student placenents
were reserved, in disproportion to the population, for ethnic
Serbs and Mont enegrins--many from outsi de Kosovo. (Even
t hough a nunber of these reserved places were not filled in
the fall of 1990, Al banian applicants were deni ed adm ssion
to the university.) D scrimnation against Al bani ans seeking
enpl oynent or housi ng was ranpant.”

3. Languages There are two main Al banian dial ects--
Tosk, found south of the Shkunmbin River and with Turkish ties
and Geg in the north with Romance, G eek and Sl avonic
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influences. In 1908 to 1912, the | anguage was standardi zed
on the Tosk base and a Latin al phabet introduced.

4. Gender Issues «“The Law on Maj or Constitutional
Provi sions prohibits discrimnation based on sex, race,
ethnicity, |anguage, or religion, but wonen and sone mnority
groups conplain that, in practice, discrimnation continues.”

a. Domestic violence

“Vi ol ence agai nst wonen and spousal abuse still occur in
this traditional mal e-dom nated society, but the breakdown in
police controls, coupled with the | ow | evel of concern that
police showed in such cases in the past, neans that nost
abuse goes unreport ed.

No governnent - sponsored program protects the rights of
wonen, but one small shelter for abused wonen is found in
Tirana. The shelter consists of a small roomthat can hold
only one or two wonen for a limted tinme. The
nongover nnment al agency (NGO that operates the shelter
mai ntains a hot-line that wonen and girls can call for advice
and counseling. Over 1,500 calls were received since
Cct ober.

Many nen, especially those fromthe
north, still followthe old traditions, known
....as the kanun, in which the wonen are
~considered chattel and treated as such. The
concept of marital rape is still foreign to
many and is not considered a crinme. In 1996,
1,901 cases of divorce were recorded in the
courts; in the first half of 1997, even with
the unrest, there were 1,116 cases. Wnen
and girls continue to be lured into
prostitution rings, especially in Geece and
Italy.”
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b. Equality “wnen are not excluded, either by |aw or
practice, from any occupations, but neither do they typically
rise to the top of their fields.

The Labor Code mandat es equal pay for equal work;
however, no data are avail able on how well this is
i npl emented in practice. Wnen have suffered nore from
unenpl oynment and di scrimnation in seeking jobs. Although
wonmen enj oy equal access to higher education, they are not
accorded full, equal opportunity and treatnment with nen in
their careers.

An increasi ng nunber of wonen are beginning to venture
out on their own, opening shops and snmall busi nesses. Many
are mgrating along wwth Al banian nen to G eece and Italy to
seek enpl oynent.

A nunber of NGO s are devoted to wonen's issues.
However, sem nars, training courses, and counseling for wonen
were on hold during the period of unrest. G oups are now
attenpting to restart or restructure previous prograns.
I nternational foundations and NGO s gi ve much- needed
financial support to wonen's NGO s.”

“Despite progress during the conmmuni st regine,
significant inequalities remained. In 1990 only one ful
menber of the ruling Politburo was a woman. |In agriculture
the predomnantly female work force generally had mal e
supervisors. Wnen were underrepresented in certain
prof essions, particularly engineering. Furthernore, until
1991, abortions were illegal and wonen were encouraged to
have ‘as many children as possible,’” in addition to working
outside the hone. Sone traditional practices, such as the
presentation of dowies and arranged marri ages, reportedly
wer e condoned by the authorities.”

c. Traditional, historical practice Rural
practice saw marri ages arranged by parents.
Marriage required a dowy (goods brought by the
woman to her husband at marriage). Wyves often
becane regarded as the husband’s property, as
were the children born. Unmarried wonen were
“property” of their fathers. Though comruni st
practice prohibited many traditional marriage
custons, sone ancestral ways and attitudes
still exist.
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5. Conflicts “international di sput es:

The Al bani an Gover nnent supports protection of the
rights of ethnic Al banians outside of its borders;

Al banian majority in Kosovo seeks independence fromthe
Serbi an Republic; Al banians in Macedonia claimdiscrimnation
i n education, access to public-sector jobs and representation
in governnent; Albania is involved in negotiations with
Greece over border demarcation, the treatnment of Albania’s
ethnic G eek mnority, and m grant Al banian workers in
G eece” (Cl A Factbook, 1997).

6. Holidays/Observances

a. Life cycle events Birth, the first haircut or nail
cutting, marriage and death are the focus of specific
rituals. Traditionally, the swearing of an oath upon a rock,
gravestone, altar, doorstep of a church, a natural phenonena
(sun, noon, nmountains), or the ending of a feud had strong
ritual attachment. Blessing rites also received cerenonial
si gni ficance.

b. National holidays

(1) Independence Day 28 Novenber (1912) is a
nati onwi de cel ebrati on.

(2) New Year’s Day, an inportant Communist era
festivity, and May Day (1 May) remai n neani ngful .

/. Customs

a. Traditional Social Patterns and Values

(1) Tribal heritage “The social structure of the
country was, until the 1930s, basically tribal in the north
and sem feudal in the central and southern regions.
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The hi ghl anders of the north retained their nedieval
pattern of life until well into the twentieth century and
were considered the |ast people in Europe to preserve tri bal
aut onony.

In the central and southern regions, increasing contact
with the outside world and invasions and occupati ons by
foreign armes had gradually weakened tribal society.”

(2) Communist suppression

“Throughout its existence, the
communi st regine persisted in its canpaign
agai nst the patriarchal famly system |In
t he nount ai nous north, where vestiges of
traditional tribal structures were
particularly prevalent, the |ocal patriarchs
were detained and the property of their
cl ans was appropriated. Patriarchalism
according to party propaganda, was the nost
dangerous internal challenge to Al banian
society.”

b. Social control A legal code attributed to 15th
century Al banian | eaders Lik Dukagjin and resistance | eader
agai nst the OQtomans Skanderbeg, continues to influence
Al bani an behavior. Based on the concepts of honor and bl ood,
a person had to guard the honor of his extended famly. The
honor of wonmen and reputation of the famly |ine--through the
mal e | i neage--becane of utnost inportance. Ensuring guest’s
remai ned secure al so was val ued.

c. Settlements “Roughly 80 percent of the urban
popul ation lives in apartnent bl ocks built under Communi st
rule.

In rural areas, houses enclosed with stone
walls, built for defense, are commpn. The
kula, a fortified house with slits for w ndows
on the first floor and cl oseabl e wi ndows on the
top floor, is adapted from defensive schenes
during the Gttoman period, which apply now to
feuds.”
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d. Failed pyramid schemes 1n January 1997,
“pyram d” investnent funding, involving financial
specul ati ons and rei nvestnent of funds not yet held,
col l apsed. Many Al banians lost their life savings. Promses
of qui ck noney--where funds would double in two or three
nmont hs--fell through. Denonstrations agai nst the governnent,
anger, worry and violence resulted. Effects upon the econony
continue to be felt.

e. Lustration This termidentifies |aws passed to
prohi bit former high communist officials from holding public
office. The Al banian parlianment enacted such a law in
Sept enber 1995.

f. Music Epi ¢ poetry and songs becane
a traditional expression of oral history
and famly heritage. The one stringed
gusl e or lahuta often acconpani es these
epic tales.

g. Medicine Traditional doctors, Bektashi dervishes or
wi se old wonen woul d practice healing rites in addition to
formally trained nedical doctors. Sonetines Christian or
Musl i m sai nts--whether |ocated in nonasteries, tonbs or at
holy waters--were appealed to. Under Conmuni sm nodern
medi ci ne made inroads with devel opnent of hospitals, research
institutions, and maternity stations.

h. Manners and customs The fol | owi ng gui dance,
adapted from SAIC Country Profile of Al bania (pp. 43-44)and
FromDa to Yes, pp. 211-226), is hel pful.

(1) Directness Many Al bani ans
val ue direct, no-nonsense communi cati on.
Avoi d anbi guous, hedgi ng answers to
gquestions. “Maybe” often is interpreted
as a solid “it will be done.” Strive for
clarity and precision.
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(2) Nonverbal “yes” and “no” Moving the head from
side to side indicates “yes;” nodding up and down, “no.”
This is just the opposite of traditional Anmerican practice.

(3) Male domination W nen shoul d use the “buddy
systeni whenever traveling within Al bania. Men nust be
cautious when tal king with Al bani an wonen in public; such
di scussion may be interpreted as a threat to the “honor” of
t he Al bani an man who escorts the woman.

(4) Photos Qutside of nmilitary
installations, it is apparently popular with
| ocal s to take photos. Instant “Pol aroid”
type shots are especially wel cone.

(5) Normal discussion tone Al bani ans often engage
in discussions at a volune | evel which many Anericans see as
bordering on | oud argunent or forceful disagreenent. Many
times, such exchanges are part of normal Al banian
di scussi ons.

(6) Diet and sanitation Ensure all neat products
consuned are thoroughly cooked. Sanitation and food
i nspection standards throughout the country are | acking.
Drink only bottled water or canned beverages which you
personal |y open or visibly see opened.

(7) Safety Pedestrians do not have the right of
way. Driving is a new experience for many Al banians. Wtch
for comon pedestrian hazards (el ectrical w res, manhole
covers, ditches and construction dangers.)

(8) Raki (RAH-kee) This traditional alcoholic drink
is extrenely potent. Be aware of its inebriating qualities.

(9) Money exchange Street noney changers nornally
offer the sane rate of exchange as do nore institutiona
vendors. Street transactions are |egal.
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(10) Beggars Ignore street beggars. Children and
others given noney will only pester you for nore.

(11) Friendships Solid, long lasting, and based on
deep trust, Al banian friendships are not casual happeni ngs.
Hospitality, with many handshakes and expectati ons of eating
generous portions of food, is comon, especially to visitors.
When shaki ng hands, do so with everyone, beginning with the
el dest first and working on down. The duty of hospitality,
the “sacredness of the guest,” is a strong tradition.

(12) Privacy 1In part due to the communal, extended
famly, clan tradition, discussions may be interrupted and
privacy (as Americans understand it) ignored. Do not expect
confidentiality with famly or many personal matters.

Runors, fed by famly discussions (“everybody seem ng to know
everybody el se”), are comonpl ace.

(13) Gender roles Visiting wonmen
may be at a di sadvantage as the status of
wonen is low Speaking |oudly and
forcibly, being demandi ng and aggressive
at tinmes, may assist in a worman’'s being
t aken seriously.

(14) Gegs and Tosks The ani mated, wordy and
sonetinmes rowdy Gegs project an image of the Al bani an
fighter. Their loud and forceful talk may appear (to the
outsider) as anger. Tosks are generally nore shy and gentle.

(15) Religion Many Al banians are a religiously
tol erant people. Mislins, Christians and Jew sh peopl es have
lived side by side here for centuries. The Albanian role in
saving Jewish citizens during Wrld War Il is a noble one.

(16) Besa (bes-sah) A person’s word of honor,
trust and good faith is one of the highest val ues he can
possess.

(17) Time Only rarely do Al bani ans show a sense of
urgency. Expect long and repetitive negotiations.
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8. Cultural Literacy Concepts/Terms

Ismail Kadare Born in 1939, this novelist focuses on
traditional conditions in Albania and |life under the
Ot onans.

9. Combined Operations

a. Partnership for Peace (PfP) Al bania was the 10th
Central and East European nation to becone a part of this
program Through USAREUR (United States Arny Europe),

U. S./ Al bani an PfP exercises take place.

b. Joint Contact Team Program (JCTP) useucov (u. s.
Eur opean Command established this programto provide mlitary
[iaison teans with former Communi st states participating in
PfP. Traveling contact teanms (TCTs) involved U S. personnel
who visit Al bania, providing a variety of presentations.
Fam liarization visits see Albanian mlitary personnel
observing and training at U S. mlitary facilities in CONUS
(Continental United States) or Germany.

c. National Guard State Partnership Program This
program pairs a state GQuard or Reserve unit with a Central
and East Europe or forner Soviet Union nation. Albania is
i nked with South Carolina.

d. International Military Education and Training

(IMET) To aid devel opment of new, non-political

prof essional officer and NCO cadres, |MET funds courses in
many mlitary subjects. Several Al banian force personnel
have attended U . S. mlitary schools under | MET.
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Vocabulary List: Country Area Studies--
Republic of Albania

Bektashi A dervish order Mslim group, an offshoot of the
Shia branch, found in parts of Albania. It is a
tol erant group, which incorporates el enents of pagan and
Christian thought and practice.

Besa Al banian pledge to keep one’s word--a sol emn
obl i gati on.

Dervish Menbers of Mislim ascetic orders who may
participate in ecstatic observances--dancing, whirling,
chanting or shouting.

Dowry Money, goods or property a woman brings to her
husband at marri age.

Dukagjin, Lik 15th century Al bani an | eader who fornalized a
| egal code based upon honor and bl ood, including the
i nportance of one’'s extended famly ties.

Gegs Et hni ¢ Al bani an subgroup who live north of the
Shkunbin River. Gegs are primarily a nountain people.

Gusle one stri nged nusical instrunment used to acconpany
epi ¢ poetry in nountainous Bal kan regi ons.

Hoxha, Enver stalinist Communist who rul ed Al bania from
1945- 1985.

IIIyrian (1 -LEER-ee-ahn) H storical termreferring to direct
descendants of peoples who lived in the eastern area of
the Adriatic Sea fromthe 10th century B.C. and onwards.

KOSOVO (KOH soh-voh) Province of Serbia and Montenegr o,
i nhabited by roughly 2 mllion ethnic A banians and
200,000 ethnic Serbs. It is aregion filled with nuch
strife due, in part, to its being the center of Serbian
Ot hodox history.
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Lustration I1n formerly authoritarian ruled countries, |aws
whi ch prohibit former high Comruni st officials from
hol di ng public office in new, nore denocratic
gover nnent s.

Mother Teresa An ethnic Al bani an Roman Catholic nun who
founded the Sisters of Charity in Calcutta.

Pyramid Investment Schemes Dubious investment schemes
for quickly doubling one’s noney--often in a two to
three nmonth period. |In January 1997, nmany Al bani ans
lost their life savings due to such fanciful practice.

Raki (RAH kee) Traditional Al banian al coholic drink,
extrenely potent and high in al coholic content.

Shiptare Term neaning “sons of the eagle” used to identify
Al bani an peopl es.

ToskS Ethnic Al banian subgroup who live south of the
Shkumbi n Ri ver.

Uniate (YOO nee-aht-ay) Othodox Eastern Church branch
whi ch pays all egiance to the pope in Rone as the suprene
| eader, yet keeps distinct Othodox liturgy, discipline
and rite.

“Treat yourself to a luxury.”
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Review Quiz: Country Studies--Albania

Part 1--True/False Piace a T or
an F in the blank provided.

1. Currently, mssionaries frommany faith groups carry
out work in Al bani a.

2. According to the 1997 Human Ri ghts Report, religious
m ssionaries routinely experience persecution,
vi ol ence and arrest in Al bania.

3. The et hnic Al banian Geg subgroup lives south of the
Shkunbi n Ri ver.

4. The Tosk et hnic subgroup, who live in the south part
of Al bania, generally have a history of nore
interaction with foreign cultures than do their Geg
counterparts.

5 According to the 1997 Cl A Fact book, the Al bani an
government supports protection of the rights of
Al bani ans out si de of Al bania proper.

6. Li k Dukagjin’s 15th century honor and bl ood code
continues to influence Al banian cul ture.

7. Under Communi sm nodern nedi cine did nmake inroads
into Al bani an society.

8. Many Al banians |ike an indirect, don’'t mean what you
say, style of communicati ng.

9. The vol une of many Al bani an di scussi ons appears mnuch
| ouder and nore argunentative than that of nobst
Aner i cans.

10. It is a good policy to give small change to beggars

in Al banian cities.
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Part 2--Multiple Choice piace the
letter of the nbst correct answer in the
bl ank provi ded.

1. After decades of rigidly enforced athei sm nost

Al bani ans are

a. deeply religious.
b. secul ar.
c. clandestine believers.

2. The two major mnority ethnic groups in Al bania are
a. ethnic Serbs and Bul gari ans.
b. ethnic G eeks and Macedoni ans.
c. Roma and Ser bs.

3. The two nmj or subgroups of ethnic Al banians are the
a. Slavs and Ronmas.
b. Hatfields and MCoys.
c. CGegs and Tosks.

4. Under Conmuni st | eader Enver Hoxha, the

recei ved the bul k of his support.

a. Gegs
b. Pashas
c. Tosks
5 _ Though estimates vary, the percentage of Al bani ans

l[iving in the Serbian and Montenegrin province of Kosovo is
roughly

a. 30%
b. 50%
c. 70%
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6. Vi ol ence agai nst wonen and spousal abuse in Al bania
a. are practically nonexistent.
b. still occur.
c. receive quick, rigorous police attention.

7 In traditional Al banian society, goods brought by the

wonen to their husbands at marriage are called

a. winning the lottery.
b. a dowy.
c. bribes.

8. In 1997, the effects of the “pyram d” investnent

schene brought Al bani ans

a. awndfall of wealth and financial profit.

b. anger, worry and financial coll apse.

c. renewed appreciation of historical Egyptian
architecture.

9. The term applies to |l aws which refuse to

all ow former Communi st or authoritarian | eaders to hold
office in new, nore denocratic governnents.

a. revenge
b. lustration
c. voting right

10. Epic tales, set to nmusic, are often acconpani ed by
the , a nusical instrunent used by nountain
peopl es.

a. dul ci nmer
b. gusle
c. nouth harp
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Part 3--Fill in the Blanks Fill in

the blanks with the nbst correct word
i medi ately followng this text. Not al
words listed will be used.

(n , meaning “sons of the eagle,” is a term

used to describe Al banian peoples. (2) , anot her

description, refers to original inhabitants of the region
fromthe 10th century B.C

The Muslinms of Al bania historically divided into two
maj or groups--Sunnis and (3)
practice identifies Muslins who sonetines participate in

ecstatic observances--dancing, whirling, chanting or
shout i ng.

(5) , the Communi st Al bani an | eader from 1945-

1985, oversaw a long term canpaign to eradicate religion from

Al bani an society. In the 1960’s, (6) | ed an

antireligious mssion assigned by the Communi st party head.
In 1976, the constitution banned production, distribution and
storage of religious literature. Those who practiced their
faith in secret, risked severe (7)

In 1990, the (8) on religious observance was

officially lifted.
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(9) , s an ethnic Al banian and founder of

Calcutta’'s Sisters of Charity.

The status of Roman Catholic clergy declined from

(0) . in 1944 to 30 in 1992.

Bekt ashi [1'lyrian 750
Enver Hoxha Dervi sh Shiptare
ban puni shirent 300

Mot her Teresa Dor ot hy Day HOO- AH
students

“The Arny nust al ways have capabilities to compel any
adversary to do what he otherwi se would not do of his own
free wwll. These sane capabilities also contribute to our

ability to deter adversaries, to keep themfrom acting

inimcally to our interests in the first place. The
enpl oynment of mlitary forces wi thout necessarily engaging in
conbat to reassure allies and friends pronotes stability and
contributes to our ability to influence international
outcones. Finally, our armed forces use their capabilities
to support donmestic authority in tinmes of natural disaster
civil disturbance, or other emergencies requiring
humani t ari an assi stance.”
General Dennis Reiner, Chief of Staff--U'S. Arny

129



Unit 12 f: Country Area Studies--Republic of Albania

Resources for Further Study

a. Books and articles

Curtis, Genn. Yugoslavia, A Country Study. WAshington
D.C.: Headquarters, Departnent of the Arny, DA Pam 550-99,
1992.

Doder, Dusko. “Al bania Opens the Door.” National CGeographic,
July 1992, pp. 66-94.

Kaiser, Phillip. Country Profile of Al bania. Regional
Security Division, National Security Studies and Strategies
G oup, Science Applications International Corporation,
Contract MDA 903-92-D- 0053, 26 Feb 1997.

Mar mul | aku, Ramadan. Al bani a and t he Al bani ans. Handen,
Conn.: Archon Books. 1975. Chanberl ai n: 949. 650 Mar m

A l ook at the political and social systemin which the
aut hor gives “an all-around picture of Al bania and

Al bani ans.” Includes a review of Al banian history.

Aut hor attenpts to clear up m sconceptions about Al bania
and its heritage.

Perl ez, Jane. *“Feuds Rack Al bania, Loosed from Conmmuni sm"”
New York Tines, 14 April 1998, p. A3.

Descri ption of blood feuds, nedieval clan codes and
weaponry resurrected in Al banian since the coll apse of
Comruni sm

Perlez, Jane. “In a Land Adrift, the Al banian People Drift
Too.” New York Tines, 16 Jul 1997.

I nformative account of dowy, parent arranged marri ages,
and mal e dom nation in current Tirana, Al bania.

Ri chnond, Yale. FromDa to Yes: Understandi ng the East
Europeans. Yarnouth, Miine: Intercultural Press, 1995.
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U S. Departnent of State. Albania Country Report on Hunman
Ri ghts Practices for 1997. Rel eased by the Bureau of
Denocracy, Human Ri ghts, and Labor, 30 January, 1998.
<http://ww. state. gov/ww gl obal /hu...ights/ 1997 report/
croatia.htm >

U S. Departnent of State. United States Policies in Support
of Religious Freedom Focus on Christians. Released by the
Bureau of Denobcracy, Human Ri ghts, and Labor Affairs, 22 June
1997. <http://ww. st ate. gov/ ww/ gl obal / human_ri ght s/ 970722_
relig_rpt_christian.htm >

Zi ckel, Raynond E. and Walter R Iwaskiw, editors. Albania: A
Country Study. Washington, D.C.: The D vision: For sale by
the Supt. of Docs., U S GP.O 1994. A so: A b 949.65
A326¢

A formal overview of the political, social, econom cal
and mlitary systens of Al bania.

b. WWW Sites

Ronob, Andi. History: Socialist Al bania. Al banian.com 1996
http://ww. al bani an. conf mai n/ hi story/soci al i st. htn
Date of Visit: 20 April 1998

A brief essay about the rise of socialismin Al bania.

Al bani a.
http://ww. al bani a. co. uk/
Date of Visit: 17 April 1998

Site about the country of Albania. Includes info on
travel, history, culture, politics, news, |eisure,
busi ness, etc. There are sites regarding the |aws of
the land and politics.
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Anal ytical Briefs. “Albania on the Brink of Cvil War”
http://ww. onri.cz/Publications/AB/ Ab. 970307-560. ht m
Date of Visit: 17 April 1998

Anal ysis of breaking news in the countries of Eastern
Europe and the forner Soviet Union.

Hel | eni ¢ Resources Network. “Latest events in Kosovo,
Al bani a and t he Bal kans.”

http://ww. hri.org/ news/ speci al /al bani a. ht n

Date of Visit: 17 April 1998

Links to | atest news, State Departnment reports, Human
Ri ghts Practices reports and links to articles in the
i nternational press.

Hol i days- Al bani a.
http://ww. sm | ey. cy. net/bdeci e/ Al bani a. ht
Date of Visit: 17 April 1998

G ves dates for national holidays as well as |links for
religious holidays.

Political Resources on the Net-Al bania.
http://ww. agora.stmit/politic/al bania.htm
Date of Visit: 20 April 1998

A page containing links to sites of political parties
that exist in Al bania, political articles, Al banian
news, as well as other sites devoted to Al bani an
politics.

Al bani an WAV Hone Page
http://ww. i os. com ~ul pi ana/ Al bani an/ i ndex. ht m
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